Hobart Peace Coalition Survey – ALP Response

Cluster Bombs Ban

Do you support, within Australia and globally, a ban on the development, production, transfer, stockpiling and use of cluster munitions?
Labor believes that the suffering and disruption caused to civilian communities by the use of cluster munitions which act indiscriminately and can remain dormant for some time is intolerable. 

 

It is Labor’s view that Australia should be taking a more active leadership role in advocating a ban on cluster munitions that cause unacceptable harm to civilians. To date, the Howard Government has shown no such inclination to lead and has tended to follow.
 

Labor calls on the Government to make a public statement that unequivocally supports international efforts to ban cluster munitions which are indiscriminate in nature, and to strengthen this statement by demonstrating a willingness to participate in all international forums working toward this objective.
 

Labor does, however, agree with the Department of Defence's position that the blanket prohibition of broadly defined “cluster munitions” could place Australian forces at a disadvantage against potential adversaries. Furthermore, such a ban would mean that Defence could not acquire any sub-munition based weapon system, whether or not it was generally considered to be a cluster munition, including those intended to minimise humanitarian impact. 
 
It is noted that Landmine Action UK, the Cluster Munitions Coalition, and Handicap International, have conceded that precision-guided munitions that discriminate between targets, such as those in the process of being procured by Defence, do not pose a greater risk to civilians and constitute legitimate alternatives to general cluster munitions.
 

Labor believes that immediate action must be taken to ban the manufacture of cluster munitions which act indiscriminately and cause unacceptable harm to civilians. In Government, we would move to support a revised Cluster Munitions Prohibition Bill that defined cluster munitions more precisely and took account of the needs of our Defence Force.

Nuclear Weapons Abolition

Do you support the verifiable, staged abolition of nuclear weapons, to be complete within 12 years, on the basis of a binding Nuclear Weapons Convention? 
Labor is committed to working towards an eventual Nuclear Weapons Convention to achieve the elimination of all nuclear weapons. Before this occurs, there is much to be done in order to decrease the threat of nuclear warfare. For example, as the ALP National Platform states:

Labor will work towards:

· strengthening export control regimes and the rights and authority of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA);

· appropriate international responses to violations of existing safeguard commitments;

· limiting the processing of weapon usable material (separation of plutonium and high enriched uranium in civilian programs);

· tightening controls over the export of nuclear material and technology;

· universalising of the IAEA additional protocol making it mandatory for all states and members of the Nuclear Suppliers Group to make adherence to the additional protocol a condition of supply to all their transfers;

· criminalising actions of individuals and companies that assist in nuclear proliferation;

· the development of an international guarantee of nuclear fuel supply to states forgoing sensitive nuclear technologies;

· revising the NPT to prevent countries from withdrawing from the NPT and passing a new resolution in the UN Security Council addressing the penalties for withdrawal from the NPT;

· encouraging all nuclear states to join the NPT;

· reserving the right to withhold supplies of uranium permanently, indefinitely or for a specified period from any country which ceases to observe the non-proliferation safeguards and security conditions which are applied to Australian uranium exports to that country, or which adopts nuclear practices or policies inimical to further advance in the cause of nuclear non-proliferation;

· supporting the maintenance and enhancement of international and Australian safeguards to ensure that uranium mined in Australia, and nuclear products derived from it, is used only for civil purposes by approved instrumentalities in approved countries which are signatories to the NPT and with whom Australia has safeguard arrangements; and

· seeking adequate international resourcing of the IAEA to ensure its effectiveness in undertaking its charter.

Labor will progress these commitments through diplomatic means including the re-establishment of the Canberra Commission to re-invigorate Australia’s tradition of middle power, multilateral diplomacy. In doing so, Labor, as a non-nuclear armed nation and a good international citizen, can wield considerable influence and credibility. This can be used in promoting disarmament, the reduction of nuclear stockpiles, and the responsible use of nuclear technology.

Iraq

a) War. Do you believe that the coalition is winning the war in Iraq? 
b) Occupation. Do you believe that the people of Iraq want the occupying military forces to remain? 
c) Australian withdrawal. If elected, would you support a proposal, when parliament assembles, to withdraw Australian military forces from Iraq without delay? 
Labor’s position on the war in Iraq is clear cut. Labor will withdraw our troops from Iraq in consultation with our allies and the Iraqi government.  This would be done as part of a broader diplomatic effort to encourage Iraqis to meet clear benchmarks on political reconciliation greater progress on constitutional and power sharing issues.

Labor believes that the path outlined in the bi-partisan Baker-Hamilton report to the United States government should be followed. Iraq requires a political and economic solution, not just a military solution and this must be reached by the different ethnic and sectarian factions in Iraq to end the civil war. 

Labor’s plan for a withdrawal of our combat forces over time and support for diplomatic efforts by the international community to promote political reconciliation and encourage the Sunni and the Shia to resolve their political differences is the only way forward.

Labor would continue the current ADF commitment to the Persian Gulf in the form of naval vessels and aircraft to monitor oil smuggling as these contributions are vital to security in the region. We would also continue to provide a Baghdad security detachment in order to protect Australian diplomats. This must be buttressed by economic assistance Labor has consistently called for increasing humanitarian and economic assistance to the Iraqi people.   Labor will provide ongoing diplomatic, economic and alternative forms of security assistance to assist in the political reconciliation process and help rebuild Iraq. 

Until an Iraq policy is implemented which understands that security, economic and political strategies must work hand in hand, only instability and more violence will continue in Iraq and the broader region. 

Afghanistan

a) Occupation. Do you believe that the people of Afghanistan want the occupying military forces to remain? 
b) Australian Withdrawal. If elected, would you support a proposal, when parliament assembles, to withdraw Australian military forces from Afghanistan without delay? 
Labor’s involvement in Afghanistan is consistent with our primary concern for Australia’s national security, our responsibilities as a good international citizen and our respect for international law.
  
Afghanistan remains terrorism central. Many of the terrorists who have directly threatened Australia were trained in Afghanistan. It is also the world’s largest supplier of opium. Much of the money earned from this industry is supplied to terrorist organisations to facilitate further attacks that endanger Australian citizens.
  
The ANZUS Treaty was invoked following the attacks on our US ally on September 11, 2001. Six years later, Osama Bin Laden is still on the run.
  
The mission in Afghanistan is authorised by the United Nations and enjoys broad international legitimacy. Labor’s concern for the strengthening of the international legal framework includes supporting internationally-sanctioned missions to build a precedent of success for future crises.
  
As a good international citizen, Australia cannot allow the grave human rights abuses of the Taliban and Al Qaeda to resume across Afghanistan. This includes the degradation of women, religious and ethnic intolerance, and brutal repression of dissent. The Taliban continue to demonstrate their murderous objectives by attacking schools and other institutions that give hope to the Afghan people.
  
The Australian Defence Forces are contributing directly to these objectives by rebuilding vital infrastructure for the people of Oruzgan Province and protecting them from Taliban elements that still threaten reconstruction.
  
Labor strongly supports the Australian deployment, which provides tangible benefits to the overall mission in Afghanistan. We would also contribute a team of Australian Federal Police officers to more effectively assist Afghani authorities in their fight against the $3.2 billion drug trade, a responsibility which the Howard Government failed to meet for over 18 months despite specific British requests for assistance.
  
We would closely examine the provision of Australian agricultural experts to assist Afghan farmers with planting alternative crops, which would provide them with an alternative livelihood to opium.
  
Labor would also engage in a concerted diplomatic effort to encourage greater contributions from other countries with the capability to assist. It is vital that all responsible nations help to bear the international community’s burden in Afghanistan.

Conflict Resolution

Do you support the legislated allocation of a proportion, at least 2%, of the Defence Budget to the application of non-violent conflict resolution processes to forestall international conflicts and to transform them from violence? 
Labor believes that non-violent conflict resolution processes is normally a Foreign Affairs portfolio responsibility, and as such is funded accordingly.
There are specific occasions where funding should be provided by both Defence and Foreign Affairs, or from other departments to satisfy a particular requirement. 
Setting an arbitrary figure is not warranted.
